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SY of 0 > Web : 
FW 7TOrgive' me if I think it U-nature in 
"you to! leave the' Town,. at a Time 
when it wants your Company-, and 
ſeems'to beg your Affiſtance: How 
can you propoſe to live at Eaſe in the Coun- 
try, when'fo many of your Friends, the Wits, 
are engag'd_ here in open War? Let Mr. Collier 
ſay what he pleaſes off Mr. Drydez, 1 begin to 
think 'twas his prophetick Genius mov'd him 
ww declaim againſt Prieſtsz and there is great 
reaſon to complain of their being the Incen- 
diaries of the People, 'when they ſet the World 
on fire by Preaching, which they were only 
fent 'to' warm. | But what' can'Mr.:' Coler mean 
by expoſing the"Stage-fo? he wou'd not ſare- 
ly 'have'it filenc'd:: That wor'd be a little too 
barbarous, -and roo much like Cant to be en- 


rertarn'd by Men of "Thought 'or Ingenuity. I 
'wou'd rather ſiippoſe he defign'd a'Reformati- 
'on';-'and' that' is fo realoriable,” I wonder any 


Man ſhould 'put his''Face in diſorder, or ftu- 
be 


C29 
be ask'd, _ d he not have done that with- 
out expoſing ſo many great Gernins's? Had it 
not _— ES to 179513 _Mr._Durfey alone ; > 
Tho! even this Method wou'd not have pleas'd 
every body ; for- whate'er Effect it has had on 
Mr. Vanubroug and Congreve;, Mottenx and Guildon 
reſent it to the laſt _—_ Is their nothing 1 in their 
Works. luſtrious a7; fhat Edu 'd merit Cen- 
ſure > Indeed! forhe Pebple: Ly not to be re- 
claim'd by Ridicale 3 and Mr. Collier  know- 
ing their Vertues, with how much nay. 4 
neſs and [Reſignation ; they can. beap; a” 
out of ,Compaſhon, took Example by the Toy 
and negledted both. 

Ir is the Obſervation of ſome, That ds. 
ever the . State flouriſhes ,,, the. Theatre has 
never fail'd; of; Encouragement-: 3 and. that 'tis 
hardly. polljhle the ' Site, ſhou'd ſuffer with- 
out. the: others ſinking m. its, -Reputarion. - Ic 
1s Pity that Englend:(hou'd be the only Exce- 
ption, and fince we have ſome of our Nobiligg, 
who have a. Taſte. of. Eloquence, and all thoſe 
Vertues which adorn-the Stage,; that: It ſhou'd 
want their Afliſtance,by. Whom. : it was-at firſt 
raisd, and fince, -maintain'd ;; If it, bas..fallen 
from its Purity, or neyer arriv'd ,to what-they 
fully lik'd, let it not want: their, Countenance, 
withant. whom 'tis impoſſible to, be any.;thing 
at all, and, by, whom.,i;may become ' all, that 
We Can wiſh.” "They along, .can tree, it, from 
Contempt and Cen{ure,,by maintaining fuch an 
Awe, that the leaſt Glymps. of Protaneneſs 
and Immorality ſhoud not dare to appear on 

the 


4-4 
Y tap "x4 "an this maybe ons ' encoura- 
ee n ne” [+ hb ole . write Sh : for whet! 
Port takes on. hiw to Ins, we need 
yg oY mmodeſty ; for *tis Impoſlible' in a 
Regular, Play, ;he ſhon'd find rgom for an Tn- 
decency. I know you'll ak, "Why ſhou'd 1 
pear, on zealous. in. deſiring the Favour of 
9 bility: for. "What, | is. Jeny'd to be lawfal's 

gl [ ought not "to With if Encourape- 
£2 of the” Stage, when tis affirm'd that from 
Thence we derive our Corruption of Manners. 
Mr, Coljer has'endeavour'd to prove this from 
the Looſenels 'of ſome of our Plays, ant then 
bas brought the. Opinion of the'Fathers to con- 

demn the Theatre.in general.” 

-As to the, Firſt ObjeHion, Thit the Debaurbs- 
ry of the Town is to be attributed to the Looſeneſs | 
# wr Plays and. Stage.” i Oe" 

If this were true, it 1s.an Objettion only -a- 
gainſt the preſent, Corruprion' of the Theatre; 
and'is of, no force. againſt a regulated” Stage; 
for that admits of nothing. Immodeſt” or Im- 
moral, 

As. .to. the Second Objeftion bjooghe from . 
Councils and. Fathers, if what's qugted were. 
Fay een. d by herp Font the Theatre in 

» Jer It; Can have bar'little” eff” with 

SHE caple,. 1 thean the Men” of. Probity and 
Learnihg : ; for they are not to be mov'd \F the 
No LOt others no ; ger than thoſe O- 
DAR rA5f.. AR Heng eaſon ; No Man 
B46 "1, Reſheft eithtr%to Coun 
JOY! ers, 1 ic has? ſadgmient 
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contrary. to.;his Reaſon. ' Their ſay 5 


this Caſe ought _to haye no more 
their Opinion of the Truth of Tranjuby 


7700. | 


bftecra 7, be foJot 
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has as much-$incerity as any of 'them3; an 
then ſhou'd he not be able to give the 
the Scripture.as well, OD: 


. Ihavea Veneration for then as good 
and where.their Qpinion is a Conſe 


may not deſerve'.an 
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Reaſon, it ought to be Elmbraced z but iihers"tis 


"2 not 


$3 | 
not, I need not fay it ought to be rejected 3 and 
T thivk any Man may be allowed to diſpute 
whether it beſoor no. The Biſhop ' of Wor- 
cefter cannot publiſh a Book, but 'you'll have 
an Anſwer to it. It would indeed be of Re- 
- pitation' to the Councils and Fathers, ſome of 
them at leaſt, if what were obje&ed againſt 
them were of no more force. His Philoſophy 
1s. t00 rational to be weak'ned by 'Sophiſtry 3 
his Divinity, too ſolid to be ſhook by. Herefie : 
He ſeems to have been predeſtinated to Glory, 
and the appointed. Inſtrument to deliver us 
from Popery, Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Socinia- 
niſm, with all thoſe ſpurious SeQtaries which 
have been ſpawned into, the World : What can 
reſift the Power of his Arguments? And who 
1s able to abide his' Force. But to return, I 
think the Controverſie, in ſhort, is this : 

Whether the Allowance of a Theatre in a Chri- 
+", ſftian Country, is conſiſting with the Chri- 


| ftian Religion. 
- The Anſiwer to this Queſtion may be this : 


' That whatever is approved by lawful Autho- 
rity, and is not .againſt any poſitive revealed 
Law of God, is corifiſting with the Chriſtian 
Religion. | 

Now it lies upon the Adverſaries of the Stage 
to prove, That the Theatre is againſt Law or 
Scripture. | COUNT 
TPMT 0h t : Tis 
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"Tis unfair to take the advantage of the pre- 
ſent, Corruptions, and cry down: the Stage, be- 
cauſe Men make an ill uſe. of it. The Prieſts 
won't allow this Argument in another. Caſe 
and I think an ill Poet is no more an Objeci- 
on. againſt the Stage, than a Clergyman's be- 
ing a Blockhead, 1s to the Pulpit. Tis our 
Misfortune to, have too' many in both Vocati- 
ons 3 tho, as bad. as the Stage is, I don't doubt 
but the World has receiv'd a great many - Ad- 
vantages from it. 1 ſball name you ſome, and 
the firſt may be the reclaiming the Manners of 
the Clergy. 2s oats <3 PEO 

_Tis..certain, -fince, the Stage 'has_uſed._ the 
Gown freely, and the Laity havq not been a- 
fraid to. look into-their Faults, Jthat they are 
more humble, and leſs publickly vicious. : They 
know if To: Durfey can light upon a frail Prieſt, 
he: won't ſcruple to expoſe his Infirmities, tho? 
be- is not the only Whipping Tom of theStage z if 
they had not others to fear, they wou'd ſoon 
grow too many for him. TIbelieve they wou'd 
be angry, if they thought the People. gave the 
Honour of their Reformation to- the Stage ; 
tho' you can't believe otherwiſe, if you conli- 
der the difference_of the former and preſent 
_ Clergy , . what |a ſtrange - alteration there ' is 
where the Knowledge 'of Plays have come { 
wou'd be underſtood only of thoſe whonzted- 
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ing and ſhining Lights in their Generations and 
it. was, from. them we learnt the difference 3 it 
was their Light which expos'd the other, and 
the Stage only took their evil Deeds, to ſhew 
them, truly the Evils of them. But beſides their 
Reforming .of Mapners, the, Stage has' taught 
them .to ſpeak Engliſh, and. preach more hke 
NabatRaces of their great Maſter, It has taught 
them. to argue rationally, and 'at once mended 
their,Stile, and Form of their. Sermons. - How 
did Religion, labour under | heavy/. Language; 
and how .; many. People rather. abſented the 
Church, - than; come to.;hear the Word of God 
| Burleſqu'd? In what a ridiculous Dreſs did Relig» 
on appear ? When to ſpin out the time in old 
Proverbs, . and wretched Pans, a Fellow. ,wou'd: 
run it up to Six ard thirtiethly, before he came 
to. his Uſe:and Applications, In ſhort, the Drur- 
kennels, Whoring, Inſolence, and Dulneſs that 
has appear'd under a Black Coat on the Stage, 
have inade the Men of the ſame Colour of it 
keep within Bounds : And that a Man might not 
teize them with the Repreſentation, they. have 
endeavour'd to. appear in as differing a Form as 
pollible, 
If what Mr. Collier ſays was true, That when 
a Clergyman is brought on the Stage, it 1s 
with a delign.to ridicule the Function, it wou'd 
be abominable, and. as bad asthe Town 1s, wou'd 
be hiſs'd off the Stage. . I dare ſay, whatever 
the Intention, of the Poet 1s, 'tis not receivd 
ſo by the Audience. For at this rate, every 
fooliſh Peer who is brought on the Stage, _ 
| e 


ON 
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be ſuppos'd' to intend' a: RefleQion on. all * the 
Men of Condition ; and an Alderman, who is 
a 'Cuckold, muſt be look'd on as the Repre- 
ſentative of his Brethren. 'Tis abſurd tomake 
no diftinfion 3 -as if a particular Vice ina parti- 
cular Man, cou'd not' be expos'd withour a'de- 


_ fignd Refle@ion'on all who-belong to him.” "It 


ought to touch no body but whom it concerns ; 
ind it has its end, if it reclaims where it was 
defign'd, and prevents others, by ſhewing the 
Danger: * Atnd this is'the Defign' of Comedy. 
But the Queſtion 1s; Whether our 'Poects have 
managed it as they ought 2 Whether they have 
not pick'd out a particular Perſon, and expos'd 
the Charafter in.general, under the Notion of 
one Man ? I anſwer'to- this, That whatever the 
Deſign of the Poet "has been, it has not had 
the effe& with the People : For who disbelieves 
the Authority of their Function, or thinks the 
worſe of Good, Learned, and Ingenious Men 
among them? Are not the Religious very much 
reverenc'd ? Has any Body thought the worſe 
of  Stillingfleet, Tillotſon, and Burnet, upon this 
Account? Who can beheve, that when Mr: Van- 
broug . diſguiſes a Parſon , that he thonght of 
theſe Men, or any who lives ſoberly, and makes 
Religion their Buſineſs, and at the ſame time, 
don't make it inconſiſtent with good Manners? 
The Good among them know the People love 
them, and. that nothing but their own miſ-be- 
haviour draws them into Contempt. Any Mi- 
niſter, tho' he was but of mean Underſtanding, 
yet if he had other good Quahries, if he. liv'd 
51 {oberly 


(9) 
ſoberly, and did his Daty religioufly, that ever 
fach' a Man was pickt out to be the Scandal of 
his Neighbours, or a Ridicule of. the Stage. . 
Whence 1s it then, that the Clergy are ſo angry ? 
If yon hook but one of them, all the reſt are 
upon your Back, and you can't expoſe his Vices 
withour being an Enemy to the Chnrch : And 
in this, Prieſts of all Religions are the ſame. 

But after all, why ſhou'd Mr. Co/zer blame 
Mr. Dryden for making Dorax exclaim againſt 
the Mahometan Prieſt ? Or how can that be a 
Prejudice to the' Charater of the Chriſtian 
Clergy ? I it not natural for ſuch a one as Do- 
rax to ſay as much, and eſpecially againſt fuch 
a one as the Myfti n-the Play > And does 
Mr. Collier blame Mr. Dryden for writing na- 
turally ? I think it is a Fault throughout 
Mr. Co/ier's Book, that in his Criticiſms of the 
Plays, he never conſiders the Perſon who ſpeaks; 
that is, Whether 'tis not natural for. a Man of 
ſuch a Charafter, to ſay ſuch a thing ? It wou'd . 
have been of more Service to have proved, 
That no Perſon 1s to be brought on the Stage 
to ſay an ill thing, and then he had thrown a- 
way all the Profaneneſs, which is ſo much an Of- 
fence, at once. But if ſuch Perſons are to be 
repreſented, there 1s not ſo much Reaſon againſt 
any of our prefent Plays, as is urg'd by Mr. Cal- 
lier 5 for you muſt allow a Coquett to talk 
like her ſelf, a Lover to vent his Paſſion in Rap- 
tures, and a Rake to ſpeak the Language of 


the Town. 
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_. I have, already told you, That Iam far from 
vindicating the preſent Stage. I. don't know 
a regular Play, or that ought to be reprefented 
on a regular Stage 5 yet I know a great many -: 
Plays that I would not looſe for want of that 
Regularity. Who wou'd not have Sir G.. Ethe- 
ridge, Mr. Wicherly, and even ſome of Mr. Dry- 
derr's Plays > Who would rejet the Orphan, be- 
cauſe Mr. Collzer objects againſt a looſe Speech 
In it. 

But Mr. Co/zer has laid other things to the 
Poet's Charge beſides the Abuſe of the Clergy ; 
and that rhe profane CharaQters in the Play, has 
had an ill Effect on the Age,by promoting of Im- 
morality and Vice. This I very much queſti- 
on ; for I caw't apprehend ſo much danger e- 
ven in the preſent Stage as Mr. Collier wou'd: 
ſuggeſt. The greateſt Faults of our Plays are 
their being generally, in one part or other, un- 
natural : That which is regular in any of them 
can never be an Offence 3 and where that Mon- 
ſter appears, it rather frightens than allures ; ſo 
that we are not in ſo much danger, even from 
our very bad Plays: For the more monſtrous, 
the leſs Power it has to pleaſe 3 and whatever 
looſes the Power, can never do much damage. 
So that if Mr. CoVier ſhould make a Colletion 
of D'urfty's Works, who is there that wou'd be- 
come a Convert ? And who wou'd. turn 
Parſon to be drunk and beat the Watch ? Or 
who wou'd be proud of an Imitation of any 
of his Heroes ? Has any Body brought them- 
ſelves under his Character, in hopes to recom- 
mend 


| (11) 
mend them to the World ? It would be happy if 
the World had learnt no more Irreligion from 
the Palpit than it has from the Stage 3 at leaſt, - 
the Conſequence of the firſt has been more fatal. 
What diſmal Effe& has the holy Cant had up- 
on the Multitnde : What Rebellion, Blood-ſhed 
and Miſchief have been encourag'd under the 
Name of San#ity, Religion, and the Good old 
Cauſe. Whoever learnt to cut a King's Throat 
by ſeeing of Plays ? But by going to Church, 
the People were inſtrufted to bind the King in 
Chains, and his Nobles in Fetters of Iron, That” 
the Kingdom onght to be taken away, and given. 
to the Saints, And who wou'd not be a 
Saint for ſuch an Inheritance? Who cou'd 
refuſe refiſting of Authority, when inſtead 
of Damnation, it was coming forth to the Help — 
of the Lord againſt the Mighty 2 But this is but 
one Miſchief of the Pulpit; this is only puttin 

a Kingdom 1n Civil Broils, inteſtine Wars, ao, 
unnatural Murthers. But when Men of de- 
bauch'd Principles ſhall become the Teachers of 
the Nation, what may we not expe from their 
Induſtry and Sedition. 


After all, my Lord Foppington was never de- 

| fign'd to teach People to ſpeak or a& like 
him 3 nor wasit intended that the Ladies ſhou'd 
be byaſs'd by the Exarnple of Berirthia to turn 
Coquetts. Theſe andthe hke CharaQters in o- 
ther Plays, 'are not propos'd as a Diredion for 
the Gallant "Man, or the Vertuows Lady ; but that” 
ſeeing how ſuch Perſons behave themſelves -_ 

| C 2 the 


( 12.) 
the Stage, that they may not- make the hike Fi- 
gure in the World; but if any body ſhou'd 
rather bein love than terrified by theſe /Exam- 
ples, 'tis their Fault, and not the Poets, fince 
the beſt things are liable to Corruptions, But 
it may be obje&ed, That our Poets don't make 
Perſons ſpeak like themſelves. That 1ndeed is a 
Fault, and I can't ſay any. thing to excuſe it 
but this 3 That they who have the Judgmenr. 
to know when a Poet ſpeaks improperly, ought 
to haveſo much Judgment, as not to be byaſled 
by his Irregularities : The People who don't un- 
derſtand it, generally ſuppoſe, that what is 
Vertuous is to be imitated, and what 1s Vicious 
is to be avoided. That this is the general 
Obſervation of thoſe who frequent Plays, may 
juſtly be inferr'd from the PraGtice of the Town : 
For I challenge any Man to prove, That any 
one Vice, now in being, took its Riſe- from the 
Stage. The Stage takes Examples from the 
Town. The Scene mult. be really ated in the 
World before it comes to be expos'd : So that 
whatever appears Vicious or Ridiculous,is owing 
to the Wickedneſs of the Times, and not to the 
Theatre. It may be objected, That what is 
generally acted on the Stage, 1f it, was done be- 
fore, yet it was done in private; but the Stage 
publiſhes it> To this L anſwer, That it does not 


' tend to. licenſe it, only to. (ſet it in a_ true - 


Light, that it may be expos'd and ſhunn'd, 
As to thoſe ObjeGtions,, _ That the Aﬀors, 
are generally debauch'd, 'and of lead Conver- 
ſation 5 and that no Perſon who is.a known 
| —____ Adulterer, 
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Adulterer, or Profane, ought to be encouraged : 
That the Play-houſe is a;Refort .of vicious Per- 
ſons, and gives Opportunity to.ſuch who .have 
wicked Inclinations. All theſe wou'd fall upon 
the advancement of a regular Stage 3 but as 
tis, the Objections are-not levelPd Right; for 
the: State 18 chargeable with the Immoralities. 
There are Laws for the Puniſhment of Vice ; 
and if the Magiſtrate 'negle& his Duty, hemuſt 
anſwer for it. I don't know that any body 1s 
obligd to a Converfation with the Players ; 
and their Lives can influence only their Ailo- 
ciates3 and ſuch they -wou'd find, whether 
they are Players or not. When they are on 
the Stage they are confin'd to the Poets Lan- 
guage: And if we ſhou'd ſee Mr. Powel ating 
a Brave, Generous and Honeſt Part z or Mrs. 
Knight, a very Modeſt and Chaſte one, it ought 
not to give us Ottencesz becauſe we are not to 
confider what they are off the Stage, but whom 
they repreſent : We are to do by them as in Re. 
ligion we do'by the Prieſt, mind what they ſay, 
and not what they do. Tho' the Stage is not 
ſo-abandon'd but .that there are ſome Honeſt 
and Vertuous, for any thing the Towncan ſay 
to the contrary, - And1 wou'd leave it to them- 
ſelves, whether they don't find thew Account 
M1 it 3 whether the Town 1s not more favoura- 
ble on any Occaſion z fo that it onght to be 
an Encouragement to. perſiſt in-their Vertue. 

The Objection againſt the Play-Houſe it ſelf, 

becauſe it gives Oppartanities for Wickednels, is 
ſo trifling, it is hardly worth anſwering for 


| they 
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they who are vicioully inclin'd' will find-an Op- 
portunity 5 and as long as the Toleration-A&1s 
in force, there i never a Meeting'm Town bat 


will afford extraordinary Hints of” that kind; 


the Morning and Evening Lectures are-precious 
Sealons 3 Mr. Doelittle may threſh his Heart oat, 
there will be Tares among the Wheat: and thoſe 


Houſes are haunted with a 'ſorr of Spirits' that 


are'not to be caſt out with Prayer and Faſting. 
I think from thelittle [ have ſaid, it is certain 
the Town has not been debauch'd by the Stage, 
and that 'tis much ' eafter to-demonſtrate the 
Good, than prove the Evil Effe& even of our bad 
Plays. Lhave ſhew'd that there has been a Ver- 
true in themz and we might very well pardon 
them if it were only for that one Benefit, of 
being ſo ſerviceable to the reclaiming of the 
Clergy. If they can give me an Inſtance of any 
Play whoſe Vices have had ſo1ll Effect with the 
People as to counter-balance the- Good it has 
wrought in them, I ſhou'd fet my ſelf againſt 
the Stage too; but then as-to other Advanta- 
ges which we have receivd from ' the Plays 
of the firſt Rank, we are certainly very much 
in debt to-them. The Refinement of -our 
Tongue is principally owing to thermz Good 
Manners and good Converſation is owing to our 
Comedy ; and I don't doubt but ſome of our 
Tragedies. have fired ſome with a Greatneſs of 
Spirit, and taught toaCt the Herowith Prudence, 
Vertue and Courage. -- OOO 
I ſball conclude this part” of my Letter with 
this Obſervation, that 1f' the preſent Stage has 
3a not 
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not been ſo terrible. an Enemy to- Chriſtiani- - 
ty, but on the contrary,..has afforded a'great 
deal of good to the World 3 that a Regula- 
ted Stage wou'd be of infinite Service to 
the Nation. 

' T have propoſed it as an Argument in Defence 
of a Regular Stage, that. it lies on its Adverſa- 
ries to prove it againſt Law. or Scripture, and 
ſo might leave it juſtify'd till ſome Perſon or 
other make the Diſcovery to the World : But 


' becauſe 'tis my Opinion 'tis utterly impoſlible, - 


I ſhall give you ſome Reaſons why I think it 
not only lawful in it ſelf,- but very neceſſary 
in this populous City. And, Firſt, if we con- : 
ſider the Matter that ought to be repreſent- 
ed, whether it be Tragedy or Comedy ; there 
is nothing in either that can offend Religion or 
Good Manners. [7 | 

Tragedy is a Repreſentation of an Action 
by ſome Great Man , teaching us. to regulate 
our Paſlions with exactneſs,. and by ſhewing 


'the ſtrange and differing Accidents : of . Life, 


to which the moſt ,important Perſons are ſab-- 
je& 3 proving to us that Vice never goes un- 
puniſhed 3 and that true Happineſs does not : 
chiefly conſiſt in the Enjoyment of this 
World. 

Comedy 15a Repreſentation of common Con- 
yerſation 3 and its Deſign is to repreſent things 
Natural ; to ſhew the Faults of Particular Men 
in order to correct the Faults of the Publick, 
and to amend the People thro' a fear of being 
exposd, with this Obſervation, That the Ridi- 

| cuons 
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culous of the Stage is to be only a Copy of the 
Ridiculous found in Nature; : 

- In ſhort, 'tis the Property both of Tragedy 
and Comedy to inſtrat: The CharaGers in 
both are to be Natural ; and the Perſons con- 
cern'd in 'the whole Action, are to be fuch 
whoſe Vertnes ought to provoke us to an E- 
mulation, or whoie' Vices ought to deter us 
from imitating! their Example. The Language 
and Sentiments are to be ſuitable to each Cha- 
ratter :- A Wiſe, Good, and Great Man is to 
ſay nothing but what 1s natural for ſuch a' one 
to ſay: The Gallant Man 1s to appear with all 
the Qualities of a Man ef Honour : and the 
Fool in lis proper colourd Coat. The Vices 
of the Wicked are not to be repreſented ſo 
nicely, as- puniſh'd ſeverely 3 that is, a Vicious 
Perſon is not to be allow'd to plead in favour 
of his'Vices, ' or to repreſent his Villany, ſo 
calmly as to tempt any Man to try Practices in 
another Place. Vice is on]y to be brought there 
to: be condemn'd 3 and the reaſon of this is, 
that our Terronr -may be excited, and' all our 
Paſlions vent themſelves with Strength and Rea» 
ſon. Our Pity 1s not to be extended in a 
wrong place. In ſhort, The Diſpoſition of the 
Play is to be ſuch that all the Characters have 
a proper Effet with us. Our Fear, Love, and 
Anger are to be exerted with Juſtice z and 
we are to learn from a juſt Fable how to 
behave our ſelves in earneſt. Thus may we 
exerciſe 'our Souls by examining our Teaſona- 
ble Faculties, and 'try how we can love'to ex- 
tremity, 


(17) 
tremity, and yet without a Fault 3. to be angry 
and fin not 3 to be juſt without partiality, and 
rejoyce with them that rejoyce. We are there 
inſtracted to Love, Hate, and Fear within 
meaſure, how we may be Men without de- 
debaſing our Souls; . and all this by moving 
Examples, which in ſpite of Stubbornneſs, will 
force its Impreſſions 3 and 'tis our own Fault 
if they are not laſting. This certainly muſt re- 
commend the Stage to the Vertuousz and 
Piety can't be offended at the decent repro- 
ving of Vice, and the infinuating recommen- 
dation of Vertue. Here we find Morality 
urg'd by Precept and Example, and the Stage 
reprehending thoſe Follies which the Palpit 
wou'd bluſh to-corre&t 5 for tho' the Church 
1s the Place to declaim againſt Sin, yet there 
are ſome ſorts of Wickedneſs which cam't be 
ſo decently reprov'd therez ſo that the Stage 
is ſerviceable on this account, to. ſupply the 
Defects of the Pulpit. In ſhort, whatever may 
be objected againſt the prefent management of 
the Stage, is of no force againſt ſuch Proeced- 
ings as theſe. Religion and Morality can re- 
ceive no Damage herez for as long as 
= Rules are obſerv'd, they ſtrictly include 
oth. 

It was the Opinion of a great Maſter of 
Reaſon, that Tragedy conduces more to the 
Inſtruction of Mankind, than even Philoſophy 
it ſelf, becauſe it teaches the Mind by Senſe, 
and redtifies the - Paſſions by the Paſltions 
themſelves. . And there is this further Advan- 
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tage; that we have always the Example of 


great Men before us, and are' generally incli- 


nable/to take: our Manners frotn them. There: 
has'indeed Authorities been produc'd againſt 
the Stage, tho' there dont want as ancient 
Advocates for it ;- and. ſome of the Fathers 
themſelves writ Plays, however Mr. Collier came 
to forget It. - 

If the Theatre 1s capable'to give us ſuch Ad- 
vantage, it will eaſily be.prov'd of what ne- 
ceflity there is for its encouragement in this 
Populous City : If there were no Politick Rea- 
ſons, yet the. Good to Religion that may be 
done by it, is a convincing Argument at once 
for its Lawfnlnefs' and Uſe. I know the Gra- 
vity of ſome can't-diſpenſe with ſo much time 
to be ſpent in -Diverſion;z tho I can't think 
this a reaſonable Obje&ion where ſo much Pro- 
fit ray attend our Delight. If it be lawful 
to recreate our ſelves at all, it can never be a- 
miſs to frequent ſack a Diverſion, that only 
takes np our Time to make us wiſer. [ 
wou'd to God all of them were direCted to 
the ſame End. No Man 1s to employ himſelf fo 
as to-exclude the Duties of Religion; and there 
1;/as mach danger in minding too much the Bn+ 
fineſs of the World, as the Pleaſures of it 3 both 
of them are tobe kept within bounds, and both 
ſubſervient to Religion. The Paſſions of Men 
zre ative and reſtleſs; and 'tis the Prudence of 
every State to encourage ſome pablick Exerciſe 
to keep them at quiet. If the Theatre was 
down,the Churches wou'd not be the fuller for't. 
| Or 
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Or if they ſhou'd, Religion 15, not always the 
deſign of them whocome thefe; fo that I cannot 
ſee that any thing can be allow'd for the publick 
Diverſion with ſo much Innocence and ſo much 
Advantage.l'm only afraid that ſuch a Regularity 
wou'd be too Vertuous for the Age; and I don't 
doubt but the Beaux and Poetaſters wou'd be 
full of Exclamation : For it wou'd be a dread- 
ful Time if the Ladies ſhould regard the Play 
more than their Bcaux Airs 3 and how wou'd 
Vanbroug be able to paſs a Comedy on them, if 
they ſhon'd once be ſo nice in their Taſte as to 
diſguſt Obſcenity 3 this indeed wou'd bea Vexa- 
tion, and ſuch a Delicacy which Mr. Congreve 
cou'd not be pleaſed with : And if the Town 
ſhou'd be ſo refin*d to admit of nothing but 
what is Natural, we can't expeCt that ever he 
will gratifie us with another Tragedy. Durfey 
and Motteux wou'd write no more Farces 
Guildon and Tom. Brown, @&c. wou'd be the 
Saints with wry Mouthes and ſcrue'd Faces : 
Mr. Guildoz indeed has Philoſophy enough to 
ſupport himſelf under ſach a Calamity,and knows 
a Method, to prevent ſtarving; for who can 
think that he who writ Bluzt's Life can be at a 
loſs for a decent diſpatch of his own? "Tis a de- 
plorable Caſe, indeed, and I pity a Man who 
cannot get Bread by Writing, and yet muſt beg 
or (tarve without it. 

The Prince of Cort? believ'd the Frexch Stage 
wou'd not have been ſo bad if the Prieſts had be- 
gun-ſooner .-to declaim againſt it : Tt. is pofli- 
ble that ſome of our Defetts may be ons to 
_ ach 
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inch a Negligence. However 'tis never too late 
to mend ; and fince Mr. Collier has took up the 
Cudgels, I wiſh the reſt of the ſame Coat wou'd 
{ſo far as 1s juſt and reaſonable, ſtand his Se- 
cond : He has his Faults, but they are ſich as I 
wou'd not have loſt his Book for. I know 
there are ſame violent Wits, who will not al- 
low bimeither Wit or Style, but, in plain terms, 
to be a Fool. I hope none of them will go a- 
bout to proveit. I confeſs he has kept ill Compa- 
ny of late z but ſurely they don't ground a Con- 
jeture upon that, eſpecially when a Man only 


- converſes: to convince. The naming Mr. Dur- 


Fez, or examining his Works, 1s not ſo contagi- 


' OUs as toſtain a Man's Repntation. We are 1n- 


deed to anſwer for evil Communication 5 and 
tho' I cannot juſtifie a Man who wou'd read 
Mr. Durfey with too much Delight, becauſe we 
muſt not ſet our Afﬀedion on things below, yet 
I wou'd pardon any who wou'd read him only 
to forewarm others of the Danger. 

'Tis a Misfortune to have good Poets ſtand 
in need of Afliſtancez but 'tis very much ag- 
gravated when they are deny'd it. A Man 
who is obligd to write: for his Bread, is forc'd 


'to be very haſty to prevent ſtarving 3 And e- 


very Man's Genius is not ſo ſharp as his Appetite. 


"This tay be one Reaſon we have ſo many 


things appear Abortive. Some Poets have not 
ſo much as to ſave their longing and if their 
Muſe miſcarry, or come with an -ugly- Mark 


Into the World, are rather to be pity'd than'con- 


demn'd. 1n what Pangs haveT ſeenſome poor 
Creatures 


DNF © 
- Creatures'to bedelivet'd, whenatthe ame tune 
they-have fearid thePoverty of their Brats, and 
that' the World  wou'd diſcover they -were-yery 
ſick m-the breeding. - A good Poet ns 
_.to want a worthy Patron; andjour Nobtility;and 
. Gentry ought to be Indufiriousan theiAdvanece- 
-ment of 'Eetters;| [They imight doit with: great 
eaſe and little Expence 5 forthe Number'is not 
ſo great who deſerve their Countenance; In 
vain we complain of the Irregularity of the 
Stage, if, they who cou'd ſupport its Honour, 
want ſupport thethfelves : So that one great 
Step to advance the Theatre, is to take care, 
that they who write for the Stage, do not want 
for Encouragement. 

You fee, Sir, I have given my Thoughts 
freely : I wiſh they may receive your Appro- 
bation 3 becauſe I wou'd never think but to 
pleaſe you. I dare not now think of excuſing 
any thing I have writ; for was refolv*&to-tie 
my ſelf to no Method, but to think as much as 
I cou*d for the advantage of the Stage, which 
I muſt believe very lawful, for any thing I have 
yet met tothe contrary, Nor can I be perſwa- 
ded, that our Plays have had ſo ill effe& as ſome 
wou'd imagine. The beſt of our Plays have no- 
thing in them/that is fo. ſcandalous 3 and for the 
worſt, I wou'd not allow them the Credit, nor 
the Authors the Vanity to think they could in- 
fluence any one Man. The evil Converſation 
of ſome of them wou'd frighten a Man from 
being vicious ; ſo that they are ſerviceable a- 
2ainſt 
neſs 


their Wills, and do the World a Kind- + 
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